
P
age 1

Many Mansions
Project

Kerry James Marshall
Volunteer:
Date:
Grade Level:
Artist: Kerry James Marshall
Print/Sculpture: Many Mansions
Art Vocabulary: foreground:  part of the view nearest to

viewer
graffiti-markings:  initials, slogans, drawings,
written, spray-painted or sketched on a
sidewalk, wall of building, public restroom,
train cars, etc.
stereotypes:  a standardized conception or
image held in common and members of a
group

I The Artist:  Kerry James Marshall
Marshall grew up in housing projects (Birmingham, Los Angeles, Chicago).  He was present for

important moments of the Civil Rights Movement.  He dreamed of being an artist in kindergarten while
looking at his teacher’s scrapbook – he wanted to paint magical pictures.  He did a series of “Garden
Projects” paintings to juxtapose the some time harsh stereotypes of life in the projects with his own
good experience.

II The Painting:  Many Mansions

III Composition of Artwork
Projects often named after gardens but never resemble them.  Combines the real and the

imaginary.  Stark, angular shapes of the projects, menacing cloud, graffiti, banner slogan – express
complications of living in public housing versus bright splashes of color, sun, trimmed trees, green
grass, playground, well-dressed men and East baskets – represent hope and joy of residents.

IV Artist’s Materials or Techniques
Acrylic and collage on unstretched canvas.  Foreground is the focus of figures working to

improve their community.  Figures are pure black because “we identify ourselves as black.”  Is anyone
really “black” or “white?”

V Students’ Self-Expression:  Guided Activity
A. Discuss the aspects of life in your community, then go to a multi-purpose room and
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make three large banners:
Background elements:  water tower, scout cabin, river, swinging bridge, railroad tracks, trees.
Foreground elements:  Kids planting the reading garden at Central School, picking up trash, a

swan pond.
Materials:  Large rolls of paper, tempera paint, old birthday cards to cut up for collage, birthday

paper, ribbons.
B. Many Mansions is a printing rich in detail.  Have students describe what they see by

responding to the following questions:  What is going on in this picture?  What are the men doing?
Where are they?  What relationship might the men have to one another?  What can their clothing and
the baskets tell us about what day it is?  Is the painting telling a story or teaching a lesson?  If so, what
do you think it is and why?

C. Ask students what they know about housing projects or life in the inner city.  Where or
from whom have they learned this information?  How does Kerry James Marshall’s painting support or
challenge what they think to be true about places like Stateway Gardens?  What symbols has the artist
included in the picture that suggest happiness or hope?  (Bluebird, often a symbol of happiness in songs
and stories, the garden, the men’s attire suggesting churchgoing and faith, the Easter baskets
suggesting hope and a new beginning).






























