
Questions that may help you prepare 

a Cultural Arts Presentation

Structural Questions

What shapes do you see?

· Do you see mostly horizontals and verticals or diagonals and curves?  Where are they?  Explain the horizontals and verticals make a calm picture while diagonals cause action, and curves soft movement.

· Are there any patterns?  Look for repetition of directions as well as decorative patterns.

· Notice the edges of the shapes.  Are they rough, hard or soft?

· Notice the edge of the painting.  Do the shapes go to the edge, ov[image: image1.png]%entral
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er the edge or are they contained?  Is there a border?  Are you seeing the whole picture or part of the picture?

Emotional Questions

· Do you like it?  Why or Why not?  Note that some people may like painting for the same reason others dislike it.  For example:  Andrew may like it because it is full of activity, while Matthew dislikes it because it is too chaotic.

· What feeling does the painting give?

· What in the picture makes you feel that way.  Shape, Color, Brushstrokes, Story, etc

· Can you make up a story about the painting?

Spatial Questions

· Is the space empty or crowded?

· Do the shapes touch each other, overlap or come close?  Notice the areas of tension near touching of shapes?

· Is there any breathing space?  Where?

· Is the picture close up or far away?  Where does the viewer stand?  If abstract, is it close up like a portrait, middle distance like a still life, or far away like a landscape?  Is it cosmic like outer space?

Philosophical Questions

Try to tie up the presentation at the end with questions such as “From our discussion, what do you think:”

The artist’s view on life might be?  Is it full of tension? Activity?  Is it ordered or chaotic?  Mysterious?  Numerous?  Does the artist see the world as permanent or changing?

How does the artist view nature?  Reassuring or dangerous?  Peaceful or stormy?  If the painting contains nature and people what is the relationship of the two?

What’s the artist’s view of mankind?  Women?

Are there messages of perception?  (How we see, what we know is real, etc.)


